Aechmea gamosepala Wittmack, Bot. Jahrb. 13(Beibl. 29): 3, 13. 1891.

Desc from S&D

Plant flowering 40-75 cm high. 

Leaves 15-20 in a dense funnelform rosette, 25-55 cm long, covered with pale minute appressed scales especially beneath, nearly entire or with a few minute spines near apex; Sheaths narrow but distinct, sometimes tinged with blue; 

Blades ligulate, broadly rounded and apiculate, 3-5 cm wide. 

Scape erect, slender , sparsely white-flocculose, soon glabrous; 

Scape-bracts erect, lanceolate or elliptic, acute, entire, membranaceous, deciduous. Inflorescence simple, slenderly cylindric, obtuse, sublax, 9-26 cm long; rhachis slender, glabrous or nearly so. 

Floral bracts nar​rowly triangular, attenuate, pungent, entire, nerved, the lower exceeding the flowers, the upper shorter than the ovary; 

Flowers sessile, spreading or suberect, 15 mm long. 

Sepals strongly asymmetric, rounded, 4-5 mm long without the 2.5-4 mm spine, half​connate, glabrous; 

Petals erect, ligulate, obtuse, 9 mm long, purple or blue, bearing 2 fimbriate scales near base; 

Stamens included; 

Ovary slender, narrowed toward base; epigynous tube large, crateriform; placentae central; ovules obtuse.

Aechmea gamosepala var gamosepala
Aechmea gamosepala var angustifolia Wittmack, Bot. Jahrb. 13(Beibl. 29): 13. 1891. Type. Left bank of Rio Itajai. Itajai, Santa Catarina, Brazil, Schenck 1257 (B n v).

Aechmea thyrsigera sensu Mez, Pflanzenreich IV. 32: 95. 1934; non Spegazzini, 1917.

Sepals red; petals purple or blue.

Type. Schimper 231 (holotype, LG n v), Joinvile, Santa Catarina, Brazil.

Distribution. From terrestrial on dune slopes to epiphytic in forest, from near sea level to 250 m alt, Sao Paulo to Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.

BRAZIL. Sao Paulo: Sao Paulo, 13 Jul 1933, Ostermeyer s n (SP). Parana: Guaratuba, 2 Oct 1929, Hoehne s n (SP); Jul1951 , Frenzel s n (IBP); 3 Feb 1952, Reitz 4272 (HBR); 21 Feb 1952, L. B. Smith & Reitz 5734 (R, US); Caioba, Paranagua, Aug 1939, Foster 439 (GH, R); 4 Nov 1947, Tessmann s n (US); 1 Nov 1949, Hatschbach 1854 (MBM, US); north of Joinvile (Santa Catarina), 14 Jan 1951, Reitz 3891 (HBR); Ventania, 22 Oct 1962, A. Seidel s n (HBR). Santa Catarina: Joinvile, 26 Aug 1897, Schwacke 13359 (P); Jan 1951, Reitz 3726 (HBR); 3881 (HBR); Itapocu, 4 Sep 1897, Schwacke 13369 (RB); Sombrio, 27 Ju11944, Reitz C-642 (GH, HBR); 3 Sep 1945, C-1222 (HBR, US); Sao Francisco do Sul, Sep 1950, Reitz 3675 (HBR); Jan 1951, 3729 (HBR); 3913 (HBR); Barra do Sul, Araquari, Reitz & Klein 508 (! Reitz); Itajuba, 11 Jan 1951, Reitz 3758g (HBR); Sanga da Areia, Jacinto Machado, 4 Sep 1959, Reitz & Klein 9034 (HBR, US). Rio Grande do Sul: Torres, 21 May 1893, Golland s n (S); Taimbe, Sao Francisco de Paula, 21 Feb 1951, Rambo s n (US).

Aechmea gamosepala var nivea Reitz, Sellowia 14: 101. 1962.

Sepals rose; petals white.

Type. Reitz & Klein 9093 (holotype, HBR), terrestrial in woods, Pirao Frio, Som​brio, 10 m alt, Santa Catarina, Brazil, 5 Sep 1954.

 Distribution. Known from the type collection only.

